
As discussed above, among the more controver-
sial reforms of voting regulations in recent years has 
been the decision by some states to require voters 
to provide proof of identification before casting bal-
lots. Opponents of these laws worry that they will 
suppress turnout, especially among certain disad-
vantaged (particularly racial minority) groups who are 
less likely to have government-approved IDs such as 

driver’s licenses. This study examines the impact of 
Georgia’s decision to implement a voter ID law begin-
ning in 2007. The researchers did not find that the new 
law suppressed turnout in any particular racial demo-
graphic. However, they did find that the law reduced 
voter turnout, although not by much; the new regula-
tion was associated with a decrease in turnout of less 
than half a percentage point.
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Suggested Websites
•• fairvote.org. Website of the Center for Voting and Democracy, which 

promotes voting and advocates instant-runoff voting and the abolition of 
the Electoral College.

•• www.lwv.org. Website of the League of Women Voters. Provides a 
wealth of voter education information.

•• www.nass.org. Website of the National Association of Secretaries of 
State. Secretaries of state typically serve as chief election officials, and 
their offices have primary responsibility for recording official election 
outcomes.

•• www.people-press.org. Website of the Pew Research Center for the 
People & the Press, which conducts surveys and publishes studies that 
look at the demographic trends affecting politics.

•• blanket primary (p. 128)

•• nonpartisan election (p. 133)

•• office group (Massachusetts) ballot 
(p. 124)

•• party column (Indiana) ballot (p. 124)

•• plurality (p. 120)

•• recall (p. 144)

•• redistricting (p. 148)

•• secret (Australian) ballot (p. 126)

•• straight ticket (p. 124)

•• voter turnout (p. 130)
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Sharpen your skills 
with SAGE edge at 
edge.sagepub.com/
smithgreenblatt5e. 
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